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Dear all,

Good evening,

We have read the Commission press release on the EU‑Mercosur trade pillar : https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1644 
There is one sentence we do not fully understand:

“The deal provides full and comprehensive protection for all EU sensitivities in the agricultural sector. First, it limits preferential agri‑food imports from Mercosur to a fraction of EU production (for example, 1.5 % for beef and 1.3 % for poultry).”

We get that the idea is to cap how much agri-food can flow in under preferential terms. But what puzzles us is:

· What exactly counts as a “fraction of EU production”? They mention 1.5% for beef and 1.3% for poultry—does that mean those quotas are set relative to total EU consumption or production volumes? Or is it relative to past import levels?

· More importantly, what is the “safeguard mechanism” (or “mechanism of protection”) the press release is referring to? How and when would that kick in—does it work like a quota, a tariff suspension, or is there an investigation process that triggers automatic measures if imports exceed certain thresholds or cause harm?

Any light you can shed on those points would be much appreciated.

Thank you.

Kind regards,

e-signed

Dirk Dobbelaere  - Paolo Patruno

Secretary General – Deputy Secretary General
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